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Divine Mercy Sunday – April 11, 2021 
"Unless I see in his hands the prints of the nails, I will not believe" 

 

 

 First Reading:  Acts 4: 34-35 

The community of believers was of one heart and mind. 

 Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 118: 1-2, 16-17, 22-23 
 

R:  Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 

 Second Reading:  1John 5: 1-6 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God. 

 Gospel:  John 20: 19-31 

"My Lord and my God!" 

 

Reading 1:  Open in Mind and 
Heart 

Q:  How do you express Christian joy? In 

prayer? In fellowship? In study? How 

does that joy reflect the activity of the 

Lord in your life? 

4:32 "one in heart and in life" is literally "one in 

heart and soul." Heart, for ancient people, was 

the seat of all interior activity, both intellectual 

and emotional; hence the emphasis on "mind." 

Soul could also be translated "spirit" or 

"breathe," even "life." The unity of heart and 

soul described the Greek concept of "person." 

The phrase also expressed a unity of purpose 

and lifestyle in the community. 

"not a single (person) was claiming some of his 

possessions to be (his) own, but everything was 

to them in common" did not refer to an 

exclusive communal lifestyle. It had a greater 

sense of sharing one's possessions for the good 

of others (in the same way a neighbor might 

lend out his tools). Even the sale of property in 

4:34 meant tithing of profits for the good of the 

community. But, the early Christian community 

did function as a clan or extended family. And 

the Apostles did have the power and 

prerogatives of family patriarchs. So they did 

have some say in the financial affairs of 

community members. 

4:33 "with great power" could mean "with 

vigor" (as in the popular translation) or "with 

huge results." In either case, the power came 

from the Spirit. 

"(God's) great favor was on them all" could also 

be translated as "the great favor (of the 

population in general) was on them all." In the 

first sense, God blessed the activity of the 

community. In the second sense, the reputation 

of the Christian community grew in the esteem 

of the populace. Both senses are not mutually 

exclusive. God's blessings created a "buzz." 

What does the word "community" really mean? 

How do we really sense "community?" 

In the early chapters of Acts, Luke painted an 

ideal portray of the Church in Jerusalem. Early 

Christians created this "ideal" more out of need 

than out of some sense of utopia. After all, 

many of believers left their extended families to 

become Christians. They banded together and 

shared their possessions/incomes. This was not 

a commune, as many liberal scholars would like 

to think, but more like a fraternal organization. 

Friend helping friend. [32] 

The Apostles were spiritual and organization 

leaders of this group. They were the ones who 

distributed goods to the poor in the community, 
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so everyone could live. Eventually, the Apostles 

ordained deacons to care for the poor (i.e., the 

widows and the orphans who were homeless). 

Again out of necessity. [33, 35] 

The spirit of unity was expressed in financial 

outreach. The "haves" shared with the "have-

nots." Notice that those with property were not 

forced to sell their possessions for the Church; 

the offerings were made freely. This point 

would be made later in Acts 5:1-10. [34] 

Like the early Christian community, our 

parishes or assemblies are quilt works. Different 

people from different backgrounds earning 

different salaries with different needs. This 

diversity creates a tension that can tear the 

community apart. Or it can spark a growing 

together. The resources for growth are usually 

present. Openness is needed to make that 

growth happen. Openness to others. Openness to 

the Spirit. 

Q:  Where do you see sharing among Christians? 

How does that sharing inspire you? 

Psalm:  This is the Day the Lord 
Has Made(same as Passion Sunday) 

Q:  Have you ever awoken to a day that cries 

out for praise to God? How did you 

respond to the day? How did God act in 

your life that day? 

Some days are just so glorious they shout praise 

to God. Springtime and early summer seem to 

have their share of those days. The sunshine 

spreads everywhere. The cool morning feels 

good to the skin. The colors of foliage and 

flowers seem overwhelming. These are days of 

hope. On these days, it feels good to be alive. 

Some psalms were written for these days, 

especially Psalm 118. Some of the most famous 

lines in Scripture come from this song of praise. 

“This the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice 

and be glad.” “The stone which the builders 

rejected has become the cornerstone; this was 

done by the Lord, so it is not wonderful in our 

sight?” The psalm is most appropriate for 

Eastertime because of its praise imagery. 

In the book of psalms, 118 ended a cycle of 

praise psalms (113-118). It was recited with the 

fourth cup of wine during the Passover and 

could have been used at the Feast of 

Tabernacles (the fall feast of Succoth). 

Stylistically, many verses repeat as “hooks” to 

encourage a communal participation. 

Thematically, however, the psalm was a royal 

prayer of thanksgiving for victory over the 

nation’s enemies. 

In 118:1-4, the psalm’s introduction addressed 

the nation with an imperative to praise. The 

nation (house of Israel), the priests (house of 

Aaron), and the gathered faithful (those who 

feared the Lord) were to honor YHWH because 

of his covenant (endless love). 

The next section turned personal for the king. 

His prayer (118:5-9) was one of confident hope; 

with God at his side, whom should he fear? 

Faith in God was better than faith in his army 

(mortals) or its commanders (princes). The 

answer to his prayer (118:10-14) rejoiced in the 

realization of that prayer. The nation (or capital, 

Jerusalem) was surrounded, but the nation 

prevailed because of divine providence, not 

because of the strength of the army. The 

response to God’s intervention was a victory 

shout by the Israelite army despite the looming 

disaster (118:15-18) and the victory parade 

through the entrance to the Jerusalem (118:19-

25); the Lord raised his hand and saved the 

nation. “The day the Lord made” could also be 

interpreted as the “day of the Lord,” a time of 

judgment against the nation’s enemies. 

In 118:26-27, the faithful responded to the 

king’s monologue with acclamation; they 

praised the king (blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord) and followed the celebration 

right into the Temple. 
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The king ended the psalm with a song of praise 

(and a sacrifice?) and a refrain to praise the 

Lord (a repetition of 118:1). 

We cannot leave the psalm without noticing the 

number of times the divine name was invoked. 

This fact added emphasis to the imperative of 

praise. Praise the Lord for what he has done for 

the nation. Despite the near calamity, YHWH 

saved his people again (and again). The 

repetition of the divine name tried to match the 

number of times the Lord acted on behalf of the 

king and the nation. 

The imperative to praise for the Lord’s activity 

in life should give us pause. How many times 

has he acted in our lives to save us from near 

disaster? How many times has he given us 

second chances? If we gave praise to God for as 

many times as he intervened in our lives, we 

would spend most of our time in prayer. 

Not a bad thought, is it? 

Take time to praise God for the day, for his 

presence in your life, and for his blessings. 

Make a list if necessary. This praise will help 

you realize the goodness of God in your life. 

Reading 2: The Presence of The 
Lord 

  5:1 "everyone loving the (parent) having given 

birth loves the (CHILD) having been born out of 

him" In the context of the verse, the parent was 

God the Father, and the child was God the Son. 

These verses were covered in some detail with 

the study of 1 John 5:1-9 on the Baptism of the 

Lord (Cycle B). In that study, I mentioned the 

practical nature of Christianity. It was a religion 

that integrated prayer with acts of charity. It was 

not an esoteric religion many contemporaries of 

the author and his audience wanted. They were 

Gnostics, those who believed Jesus came as a 

spirit (in some non-material body) that gave a 

secret knowledge that led to salvation. With this 

knowledge (and its practice), one could "save" 

himself from the evil of the material world. The 

author of the letter opposed this view with his 

emphasis on "water, blood, and the Spirit," a 

clear indication of his belief that God worked in 

the physical world. (Please see that study for 

more details.) 

In this season of Easter, the reading reaffirms 

our belief that the Risen Lord is still present and 

at work in our material universe. HE shares his 

struggle of water (his Baptism) and blood (his 

death), and everything in between. He also 

shares the Spirit, the gift of his resurrection. The 

Risen Lord is with us in a very real sense. 

Q:  How have you seen or felt the presence of 

the Lord in your life this Easter? How have 

you shared that presence with others?  

Gospel: God’s Gift of Peace 

Q:  When the last time you truly felt peaceful? 

Peace is more than a lack of conflict. A lull in 

action between two opponents only gives them a 

chance to regroup, to recharge for the next 

round. A void of violence does not lead to 

happiness. 

True peace, on the other hand, gives us 

happiness, since it is build on trust. The gospel 

tells us how Jesus gave his followers peace 

because they trusted him. In spite of skepticism, 

he offers us the same peace. 

23 "If you forgive someone's sins, their sins are 

and will ever be forgiven. If you don't forgive 

their sins, their sins are not forgiven." 

24 But Thomas the Twin, one of the Twelve, 

was not with them when Jesus appeared. 25 The 

other followers told him over and over, "We've 

seen the Lord!" Thomas replied, "I won't believe 

it until I inspect the nail scars in his hands and 

touch the scar in his side." 

30 Jesus performed many other miracles that are 

not written down in this book. 31 These 
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miracles have been written down so you can still 

believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and, 

believing, you can have life in his name. 

In this gospel, John related two resurrection 

stories and two verse many scholars believe 

were the original ending to the gospel. The first 

section focused upon the gift of the Spirit, the 

second upon faith, and the third upon the reason 

for evangelization. 

20:19 "evening in that first day of the week" is 

literally "evening in that day, the first one of the 

sabbaths." The use of the plural "sabbaths" 

indicates the time frame of a week. 

"(Jewish leaders)" is literally "Jews." John used 

generic language to indicate specific groups 

within in the general culture. "Jews" were 

members of the Jewish leadership. "Greeks" 

were the non-Jewish populace (not people born 

in Greece). 

20:23 This is an extremely awkward set of 

sentences. The sentences are literally "Of 

whomever you might sent away (their) sins, 

they have been sent away for them. Of 

whomever you might hold, they have been 

held." 

The key theological phrase is "they have been 

sent away;" the verb is in the past tense, 

indicating the sin had been forgiven before the 

pronouncement of the Church. 

On the one hand, Jesus already suffered for that 

particular sin and all the sins of the world. 

Hence, the declaration would be a proclamation 

of the Good News. (The current form of 

Sacrament of Reconciliation stresses this 

proclamation. In the sacrament, we are to 

celebrate God's forgiveness, not our sinfulness.) 

On the other hand, the implication of "pre-

forgiveness" might lead to presumption on the 

part of the sinner or a sense of blessed 

predestination. Obviously the former sense is 

meant, not the later. God holds everyone 

responsible for their actions, both of sin and of 

faith. 

In his gospel, John gave the reason the followers 

gathered together behind locked doors. They 

feared the Jewish leadership. "If they killed 

Jesus," the followers reasoned, "the leadership 

would certainly be looking for us." [20:19a] 

Barred doors made Jesus' followers look more 

suspicious. At the time, trust within the Jewish 

community was built upon open access. Doors 

were never locked. Neighbor children could 

enter one's house at will. Jews lived private lives 

in the open. Anyone who locked their doors 

(save the rural family who lived miles from their 

neighbor), cut themselves off from the 

community. 

Suddenly Jesus appeared in the locked room and 

greeted his followers with "Shalom." [20:19b] 

Shalom ("peace" in Hebrew) meant God was 

working in the world. When God worked, he put 

the world in balance. No war, no hatred, no 

cynicism could overcome God's providence. 

When God worked, he put the spirit in balance. 

No fear, no doubt, no lack of trust could 

overcome the sheer joy of God's presence. 

Shalom meant everything was right in God's 

world. 

When his followers saw Jesus alive with his 

deadly wound, they realized the "Shalom" of 

Jesus, for they witnessed God's activity in the 

world. Fear left them, for now they believed. 

Joy entered their hearts. [20:20] 

Again Jesus said "Shalom" with a command and 

a gift. The command: Go into the world. As the 

Father send Jesus into the physical world, Jesus 

would now send his followers into the cultural 

world. [20:21] 

With the command came the gift: the Holy 

Spirit. In Greek (pneuma) and Hebrew (ruah), 

the word "spirit" can be translated as "breath" In 

20:22, the word "breathe on" in Greek can be 

seen only here and in Genesis 2:7 of the 
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Septuagint (a Greek translation of the Bible 

used by the early Church) where God breathed 

life into Adam. So, when Jesus breathed on his 

followers, he gave them his Spirit. When the 

followers took in the Spirit, they received his 

newly risen life. [20:22] 

Now they could obey the missionary command 

to proclaim repentance and forgive sin. Jesus 

told his followers to forgive or retain sin like a 

knot loosening or tied closely together. If the 

followers forgive, however, they must loosen 

the sinner from the guilt now and in the future. 

Sin was never to be brought up again. [20:23] 

Catechism Themes: CCC 645-647 

We do not know what Christ's risen body is like. 

On the one hand, the risen Jesus could be 

touched by his followers. His body still had the 

wounds of the passion. On the other hand, he 

entered locked rooms at will and appeared to his 

followers as he wished. His body was not 

limited by space and time. While his body 

possessed signs of his past, it was transformed 

to a new plane. The body of Christ now 

possessed the power of the Spirit. 

The resurrection was at once a moment in 

history two millennium ago and a moment for 

all time. That which space and time bound was 

raised to the eternal. When we profess Christ is 

risen, we acknowledge our faith in a life beyond 

despite our present limitations. We can touch 

that very life through the Spirit. And, because of 

the Spirit, our shortcomings that stand in the 

way of eternal life can be swept aside. 

Q:  Why does the Christian walk lead through 

forgiveness to peace? How have you 

experienced that road? 

Preachers have called Thomas the "Doubter." 

Few have touched upon his cynicism. Over and 

over, Thomas heard the witness of the 

followers. But, Thomas wanted more than proof 

positive. ("Inspect and touch," literally meant 

"to see and thrust.") He stepped beyond 

skepticism into cynicism. [20:24-25] 

A week later, Jesus again appear with the 

greeting of "Shalom." Turning to Thomas, Jesus 

answered the challenge of cynicism with the 

challenge of faith. Thomas responded with two 

titles for Jesus: Lord and God. Thomas 

acknowledged the rightful place of Jesus as 

Lord; he also saw God working through the 

Risen Christ. Thomas finally received Christ's 

gift of Shalom. [20:26-28] 

In contrast to Thomas, Jesus blessed those who 

believed without seeing him raised from the 

dead. [20:29] Here John used the word "believe" 

in two senses: to trust ("believe in") and to hold 

onto the truth ("believe (something) about..."). 

Blessed were those who placed their personal 

trust in Christ (believe in); they do not need 

proof of his resurrection, for they know he is 

alive. But, even blessed are those who hold onto 

the truths of faith (believe...about), for, with an 

open heart, they will soon experience the risen 

Christ. Belief in these two sense stood against 

the cynicism found in Thomas. 

Catechism Themes: CCC 651-655 

Without the Resurrection, Christianity would be 

nothing more than a school that taught the 

wisdom of a great teacher. With the 

Resurrection, however, Christianity became a 

road to intimacy with God. 

The Resurrection justifies the life, works, and 

teachings of Jesus. Through the lens of the 

Resurrection, we can see this life, these works 

and teachings in the context of Scripture and 

realize "Jesus is Lord." Faith in the Resurrection 

leads us to the conclusion Jesus is true God and 

true man. 

Through the Resurrection, we receive the gift of 

a new eternal life, free from evil. We become 

one with our Savior who died and rose for us. 

And, as he rose, Christ assures us that we, too, 

will rise on the last day. 
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Q:  How does the cynicism of the world affect 

you? How does faith keep you from 

cynicism? 

30 Indeed, Jesus also did many other signs 

before his disciples which are not written down 

in this small book. 31 These have been written 

that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that believing, you might 

have life in his name. 

20:31 "you might believe" can also be translated 

"you might continue to believe." John's gospel, 

then, would not be for evangelizing the non-

Christian, but strengthening the believer. 

The peace Christ give us heals the fear and 

cynicism of the world. This peace builds bridges 

of trust and allows us to walk together to the 

Father. His peace allows us to continue to 

believe and to hold on to his very life. Let us, 

then, offer each other the peace of Christ, the 

Shalom of his Spirit. 

Q:  How can you offer the peace of Christ to 

others in your daily life? 

 

 

Our mission is to invite and welcome all to praise and worship God  
and to bring this faith community into a closer relationship with Jesus Christ.  
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